[II:1 A] R. Jonah said, “The torches were moved in the manner of the runner 
(in zigzag).” 


[B] R. Zeira said, “So that they not be thinking it is a star.” 


[C] R. Yosé said, “We have seen a star go up and down; we have seen 
a star go and come.” 


[M:1 A] 7t was taught: On the mountains of .Mikhvar and Gedor. 


[B] R. Huna said: when we went up to here, we ascended to the top of 
Bet Baltin, and we saw the Babylonian plains as if they were 
locusts.” 


2:3 


[A] There was a large courtyard in Jerusalem, called Bet Ya’azeq, to 
which all the witnesses gather. 


[B] And there the court examines them. 


[C] Now they prepare big meals for them, so that they should make it a 
habit to come. 


[D] At first, [having come on the Sabbath] and therefore having no 
permitted area of Sabbath travel], they did not move from there 
the whole day. 


[E] Rabban Gamaliel the elder ordained that they may move about for 
two thousand cubits in every direction. 


[F] And [this rule applies] not only to these, but also (1) a midwife who 
comes to assist, and (2) one who comes to help out in the case of a 
fire, (3) in the case of a siege, (4) to save someone from drowning 
in a river, (5) or from the debris of a house— 


[G] lo, [having completed their task], these are in the status of the 
townsfolk, and they have the right to move about for two thousand 
cubits in all directions. 


[H] He ordained that they may move about for two thousand cubits in 
every direction. 


[I:1 A] | What is the meaning of Bet Ya’azeq? 


[B] That there they were cultivating the law, as it is written, “and he 
levelled it, and cleared it of stones” (Is. 5:2). 


[II:1 A] At first, [having come on the Sabbath] and therefore having no 
permitted area of Sabbath travel], they did not move from there 
the whole day: 


